
In a place set apart called Highlands,
 In times of community created by Highlands, 
  Through the safe and inclusive ministries of Highlands,
 
 Jesus calls us to …

 Nurture the renewal and transformation for all
  Provide open and restorative hospitality for each
   Serve the needs of presbyteries and congregations and 
   God’s children of all ages
  Develop appreciation and care for God’s creation
   Live as servants of Christ, who are grateful for the past,  
   faithful in the present and hopeful for the future.

A Vision for Highlands
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Dear Camp Families, 

As a child, my camping experiences had a giant impact 
on my life. I grew up in a small school where everyone 
knew everyone and expectation were set as who I was 
supposed to be. Summer time was a chance for me 
to try new things, meet new people and break out of 
those molds other people had 
for me. I learned about 
myself, what I believed, 
grew in confidence, 
and gained some 
grit sleeping out 
rain storms in 
tents. I went on 
to get my MS 
in Experiential 
Education, manage 
summer camps for 
the last 20 years, rock 
climb around the country, 
and share outdoor experiences 
not just with others – but my wife and two kids. 

In the year 1799, a young boy named Conrad Reed 
was playing in a creek and stumbled upon a 17 pound 
yellow stone. It was so cool that he brought it home to 
his family and used it as a doorstop. Three years later a 
traveler saw the rock and offered Conrad $3.50 for it (a 
week’s wages back then), and Conrad accepted.

In the year 1945, Andrew and Ola Hollars were 
exploring around Rock Creek when they found 
something akin to that 17 lb yellow stone. They found 
49 acres and 10 cabins. They paid $12,000. I think they 
saw something worth more than a “yellow stone” in the 
land before them. 

In the year 2019, two kids will meet at camp and play 
along the creek. They’ll find not only an amazing 

time, but grow in faith and friendships. 
They will take their awesome experience 

with them, and Lord willing, use it as a 
cornerstone to build a life in faith and 
character.

Golden opportunities in nature, in God’s 
creation, in community, in faith, in 

fellowship – change lives.

Ryan Culby 
Director of Summer Camps

meet our new director of  

 summer camps . . . ryan culby
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“ peace works” . . . summer camp 2019!

Online registration for 
2019 Summer Camp is 

now available at  
www.highlandscamp.org! 

Highlands staff would 
be delighted to visit your 
church for a Minute for 
Mission, Youth Event, 

Parent’s Meeting,  
Sunday Worship or  
other special event!

Camp Dates Camp Ages/Entering Grades Tier I Tier II Tier III
June 9 - 14 Adventure 2.0 6th - 10th $665 $765 $865
June 9 - 14 Mission Work Camp 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420
June 12 - 14 You and Me Camp - Adult (3-day) Adults $325 $350 $375
June 12 - 14 You and Me Camp - Child (3-day) Children Ages 5-12 $300 $325 $350
June 12 - 14 3rd and 4th Grade Camp (3-day) 3rd and 4th $285 $335 $385
June 16 - 21 3rd - 5th Grade Camp 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610
June 16 - 21 Middle School Adventure Camp 6th - 8th $665 $765 $865
June 16 - 21 Middle School Camp 6th - 8th $510 $560 $610
June 16 - 21 Mission Work Camp - Filled 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420
June 23 - 28 Elementary MAD Camp 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610
June 23 - 28 Middle School Adventure Camp 6th - 8th $665 $765 $865
June 23 - 28 Night Owl Camp 7th - 10th $510 $560 $610
June 23 - 28 Mission Work Camp 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

June 30 - July 3 You and Me Camp - Adult (4-day) Adults $360 $410 $460
June 30 - July 3 You and Me Camp - Child (4-day) Children Ages 5-12 $330 $380 $430
June 30 - July 3 3rd and 4th Grade Camp (4-day) 3rd and 4th $310 $360 $410

July 3 - 5 Family Camp - Adult & Teens Adult & Teens $275 $325 $375
July 3 - 5 Family Camp - Child Children Ages 5-12 $200 $250 $300
July 7 - 12 3rd - 5th Grade Camp 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610
July 7 - 12 Middle and Sr. High MAD Camp 6th - 12th $510 $560 $610
July 7 - 12 CIT 10th - 12th $420 $475 $525
July 7 - 12 Extreme Adventure Camp 9th - 12th $715 $815 $915
July 7 - 12 Mission Work Camp - Filled 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

July 14 - 19 5th and 6th Grade Camp with Respite Care 5th and 6th $510 $560 $610
July 14 - 19 Youth Arts Camp 8th -12th $625 $700 $775
July 14 - 19 Middle and Sr. High Adventure Camp 6th - 10th $665 $765 $865
July 14 - 19 Mission Work Camp 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

summer camp needs your help and support . . . 
• Ryan Culby would love to visit your congregation this spring with our 

new inflatable gaga ball pit and share about the ministry of summer camp 
with your children, youth and parents. 

• We are looking for volunteers to help this spring as we build an outdoor 
gaga ball pit and other new activities for Summer Camp as well as our 
new canoe storage area! We’ll be working on the gaga ball pit on our 
Spring Work Day. 

• Now is the time for College Students to apply for Summer Staff. Do 
you know a college student looking for a life changing opportunity this 
summer?

• We are looking for Volunteer Nurses! Summer Camps in Colorado are 
required to have a nurse on site each week. Volunteer Nurses stay in the 
nurses cabin, dispenses camper medications, and care for camper health 
needs. Most of our campers are healthy kids . . . and our nurse helps with 
homesickness, bumps and bruises. If you can share a week this summer, 
we would love to have your help!

• We are also looking for Volunteer Weekly Directors to help with each week of Summer Camp. You can direct 
a musical, lead adventure trips, teach Bible Study, and hang out with great kids! All Volunteers . . . nurses and 
directors have the opportunity to underwrite up to $350 of the cost of camp for a camper of their choice . . . their 
child or grandchild, or any child they choose.
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what does 2019 

look like?

This summer, Highlands’ campers will explore the theme 
of “Peace Works” and help empower each other to be the 
next generation of Peacemakers. Each day we’ll explore 
concepts of peace from around the world – Aloha, 
Ubuntu, Shalom, Agape, Heiwa, and Si Se Puede. 
Each of these diverse concepts of peace are grounded 
in Scripture. We will explore how Christ’s examples 
and teachings are just as relevant today, here, now, and 
everywhere – as ever.  

We’re also looking to add new activities for 2019! 
We’re planning to build a GAGA pit, 9 square in the air, 
slack lining, and a bunch of new rock climbs! We’re also 
offering new summer camp programs – Adventure 2.0 
(same adventures but sleeping in a cabin), Youth Arts 
Camp – teen camp delving into advanced art projects, 
and CIT – Counselor in Training.

letter from the executive director . . .

Letter from the Executive Director…Continued on Page 5

Dear Friends,
I’ve been thinking about legacy and vision. At Highlands, we have a vision for what God in Jesus Christ is 
calling us to do in this special place. 

We also have a history and legacy of generosity, sacrifice and service that has made this ministry possible. 

In Googling the words “vision, sacrifice, generosity” I found this quote from the World Vision website . . . .

As Christians, the Bible is clear throughout its pages that we’re called to give generously. Even in the book of 
Exodus chapter 35, we see the Israelites all generously giving the materials and time to build the tabernacle. If 
any of those people decided to withhold the materials they owned or the skills they had, the tabernacle wouldn’t 
have come together. Move forward some in the Bible, and in Malachi 3:10-12, giving is the one thing God tells 
us to test him in. In the New Testament God himself gave us his only Son because he loves us so much, and 
that Son died on a cross for us. It sets a model that generosity in God’s people should be sacrificial. 

That is a synopsis of the Highlands story. . . throughout our history people have given generously and sacrificially 
to set apart a place in the mountains where all can grow in their love of Jesus and their service to the world.

Mark V. Ewert writes “Generosity can have many expressions, including care, time, skill, intelligence, gifts, and 
money.” I believe that one cannot omit any of these without curtailing them all. Financial generosity is one of the 
most challenging expressions, and perhaps holds the most opportunity to make a difference in the world and our 
own well-being. 

In November 2017, the Rev. Jane Hays passed away. Jane and Bill Hays have had a longstanding commitment 
to Highlands. They are members of the Hollars Society which recognizes those individuals who share the 
philanthropic spirit of Highlands founder, Reverend Andrew Hollars, and who have invested in Highlands’ future 
through planned gifts. Members of the Hollars Society are friends of Highlands who, through their generosity and 
willingness to provide gifts for the future, continue the tradition of philanthropy begun in 1945 when Highlands 
was founded. 
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Letter from the Executive Director…Continued from Page 4

The plans that Jane and Bill Hays made for Highlands, were made many years ago, and in 2019 we will begin to 
see those gifts and they will make a remarkable difference. Their generosity will lead the way in eliminating our 
mortgage, while also enabling us to invest in program development, long-term capital maintenance, and some 
things just for fun! We won’t accomplish these things without the service and generosity of many, but will begin 
with a big leap forward!

Jane and Bill are not alone. In October, Walt Duncan passed away. Like Jane, Walt would say to me “Well you 
know, the real money doesn’t come until I die.” Walt was generous with his time and expertise as well as his 
financial resources, serving on the Highlands Committee and the Development sub-committee. The first half 
of Walt’s gift has helped us to fully fund our advanced deposits and pay off our Line of Credit. These funds will 
provide the buffer we have long needed for cash flow purposes, and improve our financial stability. In reading 
about generosity, I found this phrase . . . “Transforming values and vision into sustainable success.” Gifts like 
this help us move towards greater sustainability.

And Jane, Bill and Walt are not alone. This annual report lists all of our Hollar’s Society Donors, and that list is 
growing. Just yesterday, an attorney called me to say “My client would like to leave a gift to Highlands in their will 
and I need some information.” 

This year, our Mt. Meeker Society Dinner will honor our Hollars Society members. We would love for you to 
come and join us for this special celebration! It’s our “fanciest and fun-est” banquet of the year. We’ll tell stories 
and share glimpses of the future we are working towards. If you would like to join us, please send an R.S.V.P. to 
registrar@highlandscamp.org or call 303-747-2888.

One more quote I found as we continue to think about generosity . . . “Generosity brings happiness at every stage 
of its expression. We experience joy in forming the intention to be generous. We experience joy in the actual act 
of giving something. And we experience joy in remembering the fact that we have given.” Buddha Experience  

We experience great joy in remembering the generosity of so many who make the ministry of Highlands 
possible. Our Honor Roll of Donors reflect gifts of all sizes, each of which reflects the love and commitment of the 
donor. Our stories and our memories are filled with the names of volunteers who have served in many ways. This 
ministry is not possible without you and your support. . . and we are so grateful!

I hope to see you at Highlands this year! It’s “your place in the mountains”, and we love when you come to be 
here!

Grace and Peace,

Maria Shupe 
Executive Director

The November Leadership Event 
for Denver Presbytery and the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks 

in partnership with the Omaha Theological Foundation.

November 8-9, 2019
Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center

with
Rev. Jimmie R Hawkins

Director of the Office of Public Witness

Register online at www.highlandscamp.org
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hunter fritz ... from camper to counselor ... to leader

When I was asked to write an article on why Highlands 
is important to me, I immediately jumped at the 
opportunity because I believe that Highlands has 
shaped the person I am today, and I want to give back 
as much I can. Highlands to me wasn’t just a week in 
the mountains or a summer job but it was a place I felt 
at home. For a little context, I attended summer camp 
every summer from 3rd grade until my last eligible 
summer which was the summer before my senior year 
of high school. That is ten summers. I can confidently 
say that each week I spent up at Highlands was the 
highlight of the summer for me, and I think that was 
the reason I decided that working at Highlands was 
something I was interested in doing. Growing up the 

counselors I had were superheroes in my mind. They 
were these amazing adults that were guiding me 
though the best week of my summer and seemed both 
invincible and approachable. I knew that one day I 
needed to be one of them. In the summer of 2018 that 
aspiration became reality and I became a counselor. 
That summer was extremely rewarding, and I was able 
to truly appreciate the hard work that all my previous 
counselors put forth. I also was able to share some of 
my favorite camp traditions with the campers that 
summer. These included the infamous energizers in 
the morning and guiding a nervous camper into the 
hidden room. Highlands taught me how to be a leader 
but also a team member. It taught me on the challenge 
course that failing was not bad, it was just a way of 
growing. Highlands showed me that there is more to 
being Christian than just going to church. The nights I 
spent worshiping by the pond or the hours I spent in 

Bible Study really allowed me to 
grow as a Christian. While the 
white-water rafting trips and day 
hikes gave me an opportunity 
to practice the principles I was 
taught. If I had to explain all the 
reasons Highlands was important 
to me in a single sentence it 
would go like this: Highlands 
isn’t just a place to escape normal 
life and have fun, but it is an 
unforgettable experience that 
created lifelong memories that 
shaped who I am today.  
    —Hunter Fritz

mission work camps at highlands
Are you looking for an introductory Mission 
Work Camp experience for your youth? Mission 
Work Camps at Highlands are the answer!! 
Mission Work Camps are for youth entering 
grades 7-12 and their adult leaders. Spend a 
week working alongside your fellow youth and 
leaders onsite at Highlands in environmental 
stewardship projects—maintaining trails and 
helping with forest fire mitigation projects. You’ll 
also be helping to improve Highlands’ beautiful 
summer camp facilities with projects tailored to 
your group’s ability level such as painting, roofing, 
and special site-improvement projects. In addition, 
you’ll have opportunities for daily worship and 
Bible study with recreation options such as rock-
climbing, challenge course, archery, canoeing, and 
more while at Highlands! Find more information 
on our website at www.highlandscamp.org!

We are delighted that for the Summer of 
2019 Hunter will serve as our Summer 
Program Assistant for Summer Camp.
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Serving the needs of Presbyteries and Partnering with Congregations is an important part of our ministry, and 
we are looking forward to partnering with congregations for Partnership Day Camp in 2019. Last year, over 450 
children and youth participated in Partnership Day Camp! We still have several openings for the Summer of 2019, 
and invite your congregation to consider applying! Partnership Day Camp is supported by a grant from Denver 
Presbytery and your generous gifts!

June 9-14 Rankin Presbyterian Church/ United Presbyterian of Fort Morgan
 Wheat Ridge Presbyterian
June 16-21 Strasburg Presbyterian
 Church of the Eternal Hills, Tabernash
June 23-28 First Presbyterian, Gordon NE
 St. Paul Presbyterian, Aurora
June 30 – July 3 People’s Presbyterian Church, Denver
 One additional space available
July 7 – 12 First Presbyterian, Brighton
 Kimball Presbyterian
July 14-19 First Presbyterian Church, Aurora
 Good Shepherd Presbyterian Church, Northglenn
July 21-26 Nederland Community Presbyterian
 Weldon Valley Presbyterian
 Two additional spaces available
July 28-Aug 2 Westview Presbyterian with Central Presbyterian, Longmont
 First Presbyterian Church, Berthoud 

Two additional spaces available

partnership day camp

meet the highlands committee

The Highlands Committee is made up of 9 members from the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks and 9 members from 
the Presbytery of Denver. We are grateful to each of these individuals for their service to Highlands. The Highlands 
Committee meets six times a year. Committee members also participate in special events like the Mt. Meeker 
Dinner, the Annual Christmas Party, and our fall and spring work days. Each member of the Highlands Committee 
also serves on one of six sub-committees. These sub-committees focus on various aspects of our ministry: Program, 
Finance, Operations, Development, Personnel and Marketing. Each sub-committee includes additional members 
who bring expertise in these areas. If you would like to share your expertise by volunteering to serve on one of 
these sub-committees, please contact Maria Shupe at maria@highlandscamp.org or the Nominating Committee 
in your presbytery.

Joint Highlands Committee
 Presbytery of Plains and Peaks Denver Presbytery 

Class of 2019 Julie Brown Gary Forbes
 Laura Snider Kim Graber 
 Matthew Benz-Whittington Bob Briggs
Class of 2020 Jim Nussbaumer Anne Bond 
 Tanna Prince Bill McNeill 
 Brittany Bailey
Class of 2021 John Irons Geoff Noble
 Ruth Lewis Roxanne Bennett
 Michael Moore Kristie Karn
Ex-Officio: Dana Hughes, Denver Presbytery Transitional Presbytery Pastor
 A Representative of PPP Council
 Maria Shupe, Executive Director
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May 11, 2019  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. +

 

For our Spring Work Day, Ryan Culby is  
looking for a team of volunteers to help 

build our outdoor Gaga Ball Pit.
We’ll also have lots of other projects to help 

get Highlands ready for summer!  
We would love to have your help!

R.S.V. P. to info@highlandscamp.org 
+ We will wrap up the day with 
lunch at 1:00 p.m. and we would  

love to have you join us!

September 14, 2019  
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. +

This is a great opportunity for families, 
youth groups & others who love to help out!

R.S.V. P. to info@highlandscamp.org 
+ We will wrap up the day with 
lunch at 1:00 p.m. and we would  

love to have you join us!

Gaga Ball Pit
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Arts Camp for Adults!

April 5th – 7th
Our spring weekend will feature 
classes in fused glass, Precious 
Metal Clay and Polymer Clay. 

October 18th – 20th 
Our fall weekend will feature 

fused glass, Precious Metal 
Clay and more! Arts Camp 

is a great place for beginning 
and experienced artists to try 

something new!

events you won’t want to miss . . . 

seeing is believing! 
June 21, June 28, July 12, July 19 

Join us at 4:00 p.m. on one of these Fridays for a tour and update about Highlands. 
At 5:00 p.m. we’ll join the Summer Camp Closing Picnic and Celebration. 

You’ll hear stories from the week, see photos of our Summer Camp in action,
and experience the joy campers feel at the close of camp.

SEEING IS BELIEVING! 
R.S.V.P. to info@highlandscamp.org

Register online at
www.highlandscamp.org
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FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY

• Summer Camp Volunteers make 
all the difference! Now is the time to 
invite members of your congregation 
to volunteer as a nurse, Bible Study 
leader, Work Camp Director, or 
Adventure Camp Director. There are 
many wonderful and needed ways 
you can help with Summer Camp! 
• Now is the time to invite Ryan 
Culby or Maria Shupe to your 
congregation for a Minute for 
Mission or youth night! We’d love 
to come, bring the portable gaga ball 
pit to share with parents and kids! 
• Invite members of your Mission 
Committee to join us for the Mt. 
Meeker Society Dinner on Sunday, 
March 10th at 4:00 p.m. Learn about 
the ministry of Highlands, and our 
partnerships with congregations! 
Overnight accommodations 
available.

• Highlands believes 
that no child should be 
denied the opportunity 
to come to camp due 
to costs. Ambassadors 
can make sure that your 
church newsletters share 
your congregation policy 
regarding scholarship for 
summer camp. 
• Highlands Scholarship 
Applications are 
available online at www.
highlandscamp.org. 
• Your gift to scholarships 
helps us provide this 
opportunity to everyone 
who asks. Thank you 
in advance for your 
generosity to help make 
summer camp available to 
all children!

• Join us for our Spring 
Workday on Saturday, 
May 11th from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. We’ll provide 
lunch and tools. This year 
Ryan Culby is planning 
to build our outdoor gaga 
ball pit on the Spring Work 
Day. We just need willing 
hands! Let us know you are 
coming by emailing info@
highlandscamp.org. We’ll 
work together and then 
enjoy lunch!
• Yes, we are planning 
to have an Auction at 
the Christmas Party in 
December. Now is a great 
time to invite artists in 
your congregation to begin 
making unique items for 
the Highlands Auction!

• Is your 
church’s youth 
group looking 
for a summer 
activity? Come 
spend a day in 
the mountains 
. . . play on the 
pond, go rock 
climbing, join 
us for lunch . 
. .or stay late 
enough for a 
campfire. We’d 
love to have you 
come for a day 
. . . or two…or 
three! Contact 
Sue Spencer 
at sales@
highlandscamp.
org. 

Today’s news . . . Now is the time for college students to apply for Highlands Summer Staff. We 
promise a summer that will change your life as you share your faith, build life-long friendships 
and play in Rocky Mountains. Apply online at www.highlandscamp.org. We have openings 
for Summer Camp staff, Guest Services staff and Kitchen staff. Don’t miss a summer that you’ll 
always remember!

highlands ambassadors

Kristie Funk (Denver Presbytery) and Donna Herman (Presbytery of Plains and Peaks) serve as coordinators 
of the Highlands Ambassadors Program. Ambassadors strengthen the relationship between congregations and 
Highlands by making sure that announcements are in your bulletins and newsletters, materials are available on 
display, and that your congregation has the opportunity to have Highlands staff and volunteers visit . . . to preach, 
to do a Minute for Mission, or lead a youth event to introduce families to Summer Camp. 
Ambassadors are the key link between congregations and Highlands. Want to help?? Share these Ambassador 
Updates with your congregation . . . 
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OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY

• Highlands is already 
planning for the summer of 
2020! If your congregation 
is interested in being a 
partner in our Partnership 
Day Camp Program, be 
sure to get your application 
in as soon as possible. 
Applications are available on 
our website and by emailing 
registrar@highlandscamp.
org.

• Invite your 
congregation to join us 
on Saturday, December 
7th from 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. for the Annual 
Highlands Christmas 
Party and Auction! We 
hope you’ll join us for this 
special event as we thank 
volunteers and celebrate 
the ministry of Highlands. 

• Your year-end gift 
makes all the difference! 
The ministry of 
Highlands is sustained 
by the individuals and 
congregations that 
faithfully support it! 
Thank you for your 
generosity! Remember, 
you can make an online 
donation at www.
highlandscamp.org.

• Now is the time to invite 
your Mission Committee 
to the Highland’s Mt. 
Meeker dinner in March. 
Here they’ll hear the stories 
of those who provide 
significant financial 
support to Highlands. • 
• Summer Camp Materials 
are at your church and 
online registration is 
available. 

JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER

• Summer Staff training begins 
on May 27th and our first 
campers arrive on June 9th. 
Please pray for our summer 
staff, campers, day camp 
partners and mission work 
camp teams. These are busy 
days for sure! 
• Invite members of your 
congregation to join us for 
our “Seeing is Believing” 
celebrations on June 21, June 28, 
July 12 or July 19. These Friday 
night celebrations include our 
cookout, the Summer Camp 
Closing Program and a video of 
the week’s fun-filled summer 
camp activities! 

• Are families in your 
congregation thinking 
about a reunion? 
Highlands can be 
the perfect location. 
Cabins are great for 
smaller families to 
have their own space 
and the Retreat Center, 
especially on weekdays, 
provides a great place 
for larger families to 
gather. We book up fast 
so it is time to think 
about family plans 
for next summer! 

• Please invite 
members of your 
congregation to 
join us for our 
Fall Workday 
on Saturday, 
September 14th. 
We can use your 
help to be ready 
for winter. Please 
join us from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Let us know you 
are coming by 
emailing info@
highlandscamp.
org. 

• Fall Sunday School is up and 
running. Now is the time to plan 
your church’s Confirmation 
retreat, youth retreat or session 
retreat at Highlands! Remember, 
we book groups a year in 
advance, so get your date today! 
Contact Sue Spencer at sales@
highlandscamp.org to discuss 
dates.
• Invite artists in your 
congregation to donate an item to 
the 2019 Highlands Auction! Our 
Christmas Party and Auction will 
be held Saturday, December 7th, 
the Auction helps meet special 
needs at Highlands.
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a word from jim nussbaumer, highlands 

committee moderator . . . 

2018 Distinguished Volunteers…Continued on Page 13

volunteers make all the difference-. . . 
2018 distinguished volunteers
Volunteers are inspiring! Volunteers see a need at Highlands, and recognize that they can help meet that need and 
they give generously of their time to meet that need. No one does it for the recognition . . . they do it because they 
love the ministry of Highlands. And the ministry of Highlands wouldn’t exist without volunteers. Whether you are 
a Summer Camp Volunteer and come because you love kids, and sharing the Gospel with kids in the out of doors 
. . . or you serve on a committee for Highlands . . . we are so grateful. We need your expertise, your wisdom and 
your knowledge! 

At the Highlands Christmas Party we are recognized two groups of volunteers. . . . 

First, we said thank you to Mark Kenning, and 
a group of volunteers we think of as “The Chair 
Team.” Guests at the Christmas Party benefited 
from their work! Mark heard conversation about our 
challenges with very same chairs we use every day. 
15 Years Old . . . the bottoms of many of these chairs 
were broken—making the chairs unusable. And new 
chairs are expensive! We’ve added to our collection 
over the years, but replacing over 300 chairs was cost 
prohibitive. Mark took a broken chair home. Worked 
on a prototype repair. Tested it out, revised, tested it 
out again, and perfected a design. He ordered all of the 
materials, recruited volunteers and came to Highlands 
to repair over 300 chairs. He is the first to tell you he 
couldn’t do it alone . . . it required the help of the entire 

chair team. We are grateful this group of guys for their service:

Mark Kenning
Harry Taylor
Joe Tregenza
Ken Bovee

Neal Wiler 
Ryan Culby
Michael Hanratty
Keith Worley

Nathan Hight
Chris Lawson
Dale Grit
John Irons

Jim Nussbaumer
Gary Forbes
Geoff Noble
David Wasson

WOW – it seems like just yesterday I started my term as moderator of the Highlands Camp Committee, but it 
has been 2 years. The camp has had lots of successes and lots of challenges. I look forward to supporting the new 
moderator as I continue in other roles.
We renovated some of the office spaces to make more room, replaced carpets in main areas of the Retreat Center, 
painted the outside of the Retreat Center, repaired the main deck on the back of the Retreat Center, received several 
very generous bequests from long time supporters plus lots of other support – both financial and in-person work. 
The camp and staff have touched the lives of many young people in a special way, both on-site here and with our 
Partnership Day Camps and supported the work of many groups using our facility. We are still facing serious 
shortages of water due to the past few years of drought – raising issues of what to do about it. 
The opportunities and challenges always will go on but we have a wonderful staff and volunteers who are here 
because of their faith in God and in His work going on here at Highlands. I want to thank the staff, volunteers and 
all supporters who make this camp what it is and will become. We are blessed to have choices to make in how to 
use our resources in the coming years.
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2018 Distinguished Volunteers…Continued from Page 12

The second group we recognized are regular volunteers 
at Highlands . . . and have been for many years! They 
serve on the Highlands Committee and the Operations 
Sub-Committee. When we are digging, or rewiring, or 
building or renovating something . . . they are here! 
They are great at problem solving, and hard work! They 
understand that nothing is level, straight, plumb or 
normal . . . and they figure it out! We are very grateful to 
Jim Nussbaumer, Gary Forbes and Geoff Nobel for their 
volunteer service. This year it included remodeling our 
front desk area so that we could have an additional office 
space and fully functioning front desk with phones and 
computers for our hosts. They also worked to replace the 
glue lams in our outdoor deck. This involved removing and replacing over 360 joist hangers while working on the 
uneven rock surface below the deck. 
Volunteers make all the difference at Highlands. If you would like to join us for a day, or a week . . , on a 
committee or in the office . . . as summer camp volunteer or a work day volunteer . . . we would love to have your 
help!! Many thanks to these volunteers and many more!!

annual highlands 

christmas party & 
auction 

Saturday, December 7th 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

We would love to have your work for our 
Auction! It is the work of our artisans that 
make this annual event so successful!
In 2018, over $15,000 was raised in 
our live and silent auctions. This was 
doubled by a $15,000 Matching Grant 
from a generous donor! 
Thank you!



Page 14 | 2018 Highlands Annual Report  Donate Online at www.highlandscamp.org

2018 by the numbers
What do children and youth enjoy most about camp? 71.79% say new friends, counselors, and community living 
are what they like best!

Church Scholarships make a huge difference . . . 27.5% of campers come to Highlands with the help of church 
scholarships. Our commitment is that no child will be denied the opportunity to come to camp because of the 
cost. 53% of our campers pay Tier 1 rates. 12% pay Tier 2 Rates and 35% of campers pay Tier 3 rates which most 
closely represent the true cost of camp. This year congregations provided $14,000 in scholarships for campers, and 
Highlands provided an additional $5255 in scholarships. Your generosity makes tiered pricing and Highlands’ 
scholarships possible!

68.75% of our campers heard about Highlands from someone at their local church!

In 2018, we served 1215 pounds of bacon, 220 pounds of cookie dough and spent $4700 on chicken breasts, plus 
$10,000 on beverages!

179 Summer Campers from 12 congregations in the Presbytery of Plains and Peaks, and 15 congregations in the 
Denver Presbytery.

459 children and youth participated in Partnership Day Camp with 9 congregations in the Presbytery of Plains 
and Peaks and 8 congregations in Denver Presbytery.
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The Hollars Society recognizes those individuals 
who share the philanthropic spirit of Highlands’ 
founder, Reverend Andrew Hollars, and who have 
invested in Highlands’ future through planned gifts. 
You can become a Hollars Society member when 
you name Highlands in your will, as a beneficiary 
of a life insurance policy, or as a beneficiary of 
your retirement plan; or establish a life income 
arrangement such as: a Charitable gift annuity, 
Charitable remainder trust, or Charitable lead trust. 
To notify Highlands of these arrangements, please 
contact Executive Director, Maria Shupe.

Estate of Vera L. 
Cunningham

Barbara Evert
Reverend Lance Grothe
Reverend Jane Hays
Louise Jouard
Helen Kreek
Ethel Lindstrom

Roland McDonald & Karen 
Schneller-McDonald

Janet Schlenker
Mark & Jayne Sears
Lola Shepherd
Maria Shupe
Walt Duncan
Janet & Matthew Walworth

• Congress has made permanent the IRA gifting strategy 
for those 70-1/2 and older. These IRA owners are allowed 
to make tax-free charitable contributions of up to 
$100,000 directly out of their IRAs. These contributions 
take the place of Required Minimum Distributions 
(RMDs), and unlike RMDs, they are not taxable. 

• The second attractive giving strategy is the contribution 
of appreciated stock or real estate. It is possible to get a 
charitable deduction for the fair market value of the stock 
without selling the stock and paying the capital gains tax. 

• Highlands is also a licensed child care facility in the state 
of Colorado and your gifts qualify for the Colorado Child 
Care Tax Credit. All donors will receive documentation 
for the Colorado Child Care Tax credit to be filed with 
your state tax return.

If you are considering one of these opportunities to make a 
donation to the ministry of Highlands, please consult with 
your tax advisor for details.

In Memory of Edith Shaner
In Honor of Barbara Adamson’s 

100th birthday
In Honor of granddaughter Ashley
In Honor of Ardis Rohwer
In Honor of Briannan & Hannah 

Kapsak
In Honor of Danny Winters (multiple 

gifts)
In Honor of Delaney Bensler
In Honor of First Presbyterian 

Church, Leadville
In Honor of Kent Waltermire and in 

appreciation for his life. (multiple 
gifts)

In Honor of Maria & Hannah Bond

In Honor of Merlin & Becky Wright
In Honor of Rev. Richard Rettew
In Honor of Rochelle & Wayne 

Wendell
In Honor of grandchildren & 2 great 

grandchildren
In Honor Rayne Randall
In Memory Jean Bernath
In Memory of Al & Phillis 

Winzenried
In Memory of Andrew Asmus 

(multiple gifts)
In Memory of Brett Price
In Memory of Dave Strom
In Memory of Harold Coley
In Memory of Wilma Gillespie’s 

parents
In Memory of Ivan Rundus
In Memory of Jane Hays
In Memory of Janet Hewlett
In Memory of Jim & Doris Mead
In Memory of original founders of 

Camp Highlands in 1947, Rev. 
Glenn House (Akron 1st ) and Rev. 
Francis White (Sterling 1st)

In Memory of Royal Robertson and 
Edith Robertson

In Memory of son who loved horse 
camp

In Memory of Walt Duncan
In Memory of Phil Cochran
In Memory of Dr. Richard D. Rettrew

GIFTS IN HONOR OR MEMORY OF

HOLLARS SOCIETY MEMBERS

your generosity has many benefits . . .
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Members of the Mount Meeker Society are those who have given $1000 or more annually to Highlands 
Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center.

The Mount Meeker Dinner
Sunday, March 10th, 2019

4:00 p.m.
Highlands Presbyterian Camp & Retreat Center

All are welcome to join us as we celebrate the generosity of the donors who support the ministry of 
Highlands! This year we recognize the vision and generosity of our Hollars’ Society Donors. 

R.S.V.P. info@highlandscamp.org 
We would love to have you there!  

Join us on the Sunday we “spring forward” . . . we promise you’ll be headed down the mountain before dark!

mt. meeker society

Bob & Dixie Anders
Anna Pauline Henry Fenicle Trust
Anonymous
Anonymous
Kristine & Bill Bensler
Thor Berg
Anne & Brooks Bond
Bob & Shirley Briggs
Presbyterian Church of Broomfield
Walt Duncan
Darrel & Patricia Fenton
First Presbyterian Church, 

Cheyenne
First Presbyterian Church, Sterling
First Presbyterian Church, Yuma
Gary & Pat Forbes
Sibyl Goerner
Good Shepherd Presbyterian 

Church, North Glenn
Gene & Barbara Harano
Larry & Deborah Harris
Connie & Ray Hauser
John B. Irons, Jr.
Bruce Jones
Leonard & Kathleen Kellogg

Mark & Diane Kenning
Don & Barbara Korrey
Julie Lays
Don & Ruth Lewis
Living Waters Tabernacle, Denver
Reverend Peggy Marshall
Roland McDonald & Karen 

Schneller-McDonald
Bill & Harriet McNeill
Frank & Carol Medsker
Phil & Alla Miller
Gerald & Jane Olson Mordhorst
Mountain View Presbyterian 

Church, Loveland
Russ & Judy Napier
Johann & Anne Neethling
Annely & Geoff Noble
Ginger Norman
Mike & Frances Norris
Jim & Carol Nussbaumer
Katie & DR Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Phipps
Presbyterian Community Church of 

the Rockies, Estes Park
Presbyterian Foundation

Presbytery of Denver
Presbytery of Plains and Peaks
Elizabeth Price
Paul Rekow & Stephanie Johnson
Edith & Royal Robertson
Patty Roecker
Jonathan Royce
LaVeda Sears
Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian 

Church, Lakewood
Maria Shupe
Reverend Sue Spencer
Timnath Presbyterian Church
Elaine Valente
Valmont Community Presbyterian 

Church, Boulder
Janet & Matthew Walworth
Larry & Beverly Webber
Wellshire Presbyterian Church, 

Denver
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

Fort Collins
Paul & Marcia Wiener

MT. MEEKER SOCIETY DONORS

We would love for 

you to join us for . . . 
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Highlands is deeply grateful to all who generously give to support this ministry! You make a difference in the lives 
of children, youth, adults, families and congregations! Thank you! 

Allenspark Area Club
Allenspark Senior Advisory Council
Amazon Smile Foundation
Julie & Kurt Ammon
Bob & Dixie Anders
Christopher Anderson
Mariette Anderson
Toni Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Arc of Weld County
Virginia Arter
Arvada Presbyterian Church, 

Arvada
Mary Fran Asmus
James & Karen Baer
Bill & Kellie Barnes
Marc & Julie Bellotti
Kristine & Bill Bensler
Thor Berg
Mr. Elemer Bernath
Jean Bernath
Theresa Berriman
Jeanne Berryman
John & Holly-Ann Boettiger
Donald Boggs
Steven Bohn
Judy & Gene Bolles
Anne & Brooks Bond
Bob Born
Anne & Bob Bourland
Ken & Sheryl Bovee
Doug & Jacqueline Bransen
Bob & Shirley Briggs
Janet Bright

Don & Marlene Brining
Craig & Karen Butler
Audrey & Max Campfield
Doug Cappel
Paula Carlson
Craig & Marilyn Chester
Chinese Evangelical Church of 

Denver, Denver
Reverend Ann & Skip Christensen
Julie Christiansen
Mrs. Beverly G. Clark
Charitable Trust Clifford
Sharon Cochran
Karin Conrad
Mike Littman & Susan Cornman-

Littman
Judy Cuthbertson
Nancy Dahlgren
Capt. L.D. Lawson & Elaine 

Davidson- Lawson
William & Christine Deegan
Beverly & Lyle Dehning
Cheryl & David Denslow
Mary Ann Dimand & Sheeyun Chun 

Woo Park
Thomas & Virginia Dinardo
Nancy & Cleve Dixon
Joanne Dobie
Barbara & Loren Donaldson
Robert & Nanette Dornan
Walt Duncan
John & Diane Dynes
David & Betsey Eggler
Mr. & Mrs. Sayed Faquiryan
Darrel & Patricia Fenton
Robert Fields
First Presbyterian Church, Aurora
First Presbyterian Church, Brighton
First Presbyterian Church, Cheyenne
First Presbyterian Church, Gordon
First Presbyterian Church, LaSalle
First Presbyterian Church, Littleton
First Presbyterian Church, Sterling
First Presbyterian Church, Yuma
Martha Fitzpatrick
Gary & Pat Forbes
Quinn & Nancy Fox

Dietmar Fritsch
Kristyn S. Funk
Tammi Gemaehlich
Doug Gibney
Dr. Wilma Gillespie
Robert Glenny, Jr.
Sibyl Goerner
Lynn & Nancy Goin
Good Shepherd Presbyterian 

Church, Northglenn
Hans & Miriam Graetzer
Margaret Grant
Kent I. & Fredrika S. Groff
Reverend Lance Grothe
Lynn Hahn
Bob & Zelma Hall
Michael Hanratty
Gene & Barbara Harano
Bill and Vicky Harkins
Larry & Deborah Harris
Ray & Connie Hauser
Julia & Joe Henderson
Randi Henderson
Anna Pauline Henry Fenicle Trust
Donna & Stan Herman
Rebecca & Thomas Herman
Beth Hewlett
Hilltop Guild, Allenspark
Bob & Margie Hladik
Marsha & Ken Hobert
Gail Hoffman
Randy & Marian Hope
David & Donna House
Nancy Hurianek
India Pakistan Lutheran Church, 

Denver
John B. Irons, Jr.
Syed Jalil
Marty Jewell
Bruce Jones
Jeff & Carol Kane
Carl & Mary Beth Kantner
Cheryle & Daniel Kapsak
Wayne & Joyce Keim
Edward R. Kellenberger

HONOR ROLL OF DONORS

Honor Roll of Donors…Continued on Page 18
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Leonard & Kathleen Kellogg
Andrew & Sherry Kenney
Mark & Diane Kenning
Virginia Kilts
Glen & Janet Klotz
Don & Barbara Korrey
Reverend Ronald & Martha 

Kowalski
John & Carol LaBorde
Julie Lays
Ila Leavy
Jim & Ann Leh
Donna Lehr
Barbara Lengel
Ruth & Don Lewis
Light Memorial Presbyterian 

Church, Sidney
Neil & Judy Lindstrom
Living Waters Tabernacle, Denver
Eric & Jan Lord
Keith Machin
David & Josette Maddison
Grant & Nancy Mallett
Stacy Malone
Nancy & David Mann
Reverend Peggy Marshall
Donald & Dorothy Martin
Ruth Maughan
Loren Maxey
Cindy M. McCormick
Pamela J. McCoy
Roland McDonald & Karen 

Schneller-McDonald
Kathy McGannon
William & Harriet McNeill
Frank & Carol Medsker
Jeffrey & Barbara Metzger
Phil & Alla Miller
Sandra Moler
Bob & Carol Mondt
Trent Monk
Melvin & Geraldine Moore
Pamela Moore
Gerald & Jane Olson Mordhorst
Mountain View Presbyterian 

Church, Loveland
Paul & Mary Ellen Moyer
Doug Myers
Russ & Judy Napier

Nederland Community Presbyterian 
Church, Nederland

Johann Neethling
Bill Nelson
Annely & Geoff Noble
Dale & Eula Nook
Ginger Norman
Mike & Frances Norris
Jim & Carol Nussbaumer
Jesse O’Dorisio
Karen Ostermiller
Katie & DR Palmer
Anne & Lawrence Parberry
William & Patricia Patla
David & Emily Peeples
John & Judy Pehrson
Kimberly Pehrson
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Phipps
Olive J. P’Pool
Presbyterian Church of Broomfield, 

Broomfield
Presbyterian Church of Kimball, 

Kimball
Presbyterian Community Church of 

the Rockies, Estes Park
Presbyterian Foundation
Presbytery of Denver
Presbytery of Plains and Peaks
Elizabeth Price
Mary Price
John Prock
Terry Purvis-Smith
Mary Talmage Rada & Matthew 

Schroer
Joan Rader
Rankin Presbyterian Church, Brush
Jennifer Reck
Gerome & Norma Reeve
Paul Rekow & Stephanie Johnson
Diane Ritzdorf
John Roberts
Edith & Royal Robertson
Rocky Mt Korean SDA Church, 

Boulder
Patty Roecker
Brad & Mary Sue Rohwer
Jonathan Royce
Sara A. Rundus
Scott & Lisa Rutherford

William Sale
Gretchen Sausville
Joan & Lyndel Saxbury
Michael Schoenleber
LaVeda Sears
Tom & Kathy Sheffield
Shepherd of the Hills Presbyterian 

Church, Lakewood
Maria Shupe
Phylis & Clarence Sitzman
Kile & Laura Snider
Reverend Sue Spencer
Spirit of the Mountain Lutheran 

Church, Golden
St. Paul Presybterian Church, Aurora
William & Mary Starker
Haddon & LaVonne Stermer
Strasburg Presbyterian Church, 

Strasburg
Jane & Colin Stroh
Pete & Jean Supron
Frank & Ginny Thompson
Jeanette Thompson
Thrivent Financial
Timnath Presbyterian Church, 

Timnath
Tom & Jean Tonoli
Dennis Train
Ella Travis
Elaine Valente
Valmont Community Presbyterian 

Church, Boulder
Reverend Peter & Lavona 

Vanderveen
Ralph VanHouten
Theresa Varnado
Ruth Vazquez
Dennis & Janet Waide
Janet & Matthew Walworth
Knight & Mary Jane Washburn
David & Sarah Wasson
Larry & Beverly Webber
John Wehmer
Weldon Valley Presbyterian 

Women’s Organization
Wellshire Presbyterian Church, 

Denver
Wayne & Rochelle Wendell
Hansen Wendlandt

Honor Roll of Donors…Continued from Page 17

Honor Roll of Donors…Continued on Page 19
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Western Union Foundation
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Ft. 

Collins
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 

Westminster
JoAnne & Jim White
Paul & Marcia Wiener

Ivan & Ginger Wilkinson
Jim & Anna Wilkinson
Betty Willis
Daniel Winters

Michael Winters & Anna Case-
Winters

Susan Wolfe
Merlin & Becky Wright
Scott & Karen Yarberry
Marilyn R. Yates
Jerry & JoAnn Zimmerman

Honor Roll of Donors…Continued from Page 18

Many folks donate “Gifts in Kind” to Highlands. These include all of the beautiful items made for our annual 
auction and many other items that enrich the ministry of Highlands. We are grateful to all those who support our 
ministry with the work of their hands, their gifts of time, as well as their financial resources!

Wellshire Presbyterian Church, Denver
Bill & Kellie Barnes
Steven Bohn
Doug Cappel
Michael Hanratty
Marsha & Ken Hobert
Phil & Alla Miller
Dale & Eula Nook
Mary Price
Maria Shupe
Reverend Sue Spencer
Reverend Peter & Lavona Vanderveen
2018 Christmas Auction Artists

GIFTS IN KIND

If you would like less mail, please email info@highlandscamp.org or call 303-747-2888 to request a consolidated  
giving statement at the end of the year instead of individual gift receipts throughout the year.
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MISSION
The mission of Highlands is

to provide gracious hospitality and quality Christian programs 
in a majestic mountain setting 

and to nurture spiritual renewal and transformation 
in a safe and inclusive environment.

—

Follow us on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/hpcrc 
for upcoming events and 

current news.

what’s inside
A Vision for Highlands ............................................................................ 1
Meet Our New Director of Summer Camps . . . Ryan Culby ............. 2
Summer Camp 2019 .................................................................................. 3
Summer Camp Needs Your Help and Support .................................... 3
What Does 2019 Look Like ...................................................................... 4
Letter from the Executive Director ......................................................... 4
Stand Up, Speak Out, Lead - November Leadership Event ............... 5
Hunter Fritz...From Camper to Counselor...to Leader ........................ 6
Mission Work Camps at Highlands ....................................................... 6
Partnership Day Camp ............................................................................. 7
Meet the Highlands Committee .............................................................. 7
Spring Work Day ...................................................................................... 8
Fall Work Day ............................................................................................ 8
Middler Winter Weekend ........................................................................ 8
Events You Won’t Want to Miss .............................................................. 9
Seeing is Believing! ................................................................................... 9
Highlands Ambassadors ........................................................................ 10
A Word from Jim Nussbaumer, Highlands Cmte. Moderator ......... 12
Volunteers Make All the Difference ..................................................... 12
Annual Highlands Christmas Party & Auction .................................. 13
2018 By The Numbers............................................................................. 14
Your Generosity Has Many Benefits .................................................... 15
Hollars Society Members ....................................................................... 15
Gifts in Honor or Memory Of ............................................................... 15
Mt. Meeker Society ................................................................................. 16
Honor Roll of Donors ............................................................................. 17
Gifts in Kind ............................................................................................. 19


