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mt. meeker society dinner

The Mt. Meeker Dinner is a fun opportunity to share stories about 
the ministry of Highlands, and to say a special thank you to donors 
who have been particularly generous to Highlands in the past year.

This year, our founder . . . Andrew Hollars paid a visit and offered 
a few reminders. Andrew reminded us that Summer Camp is at the 
heart of our ministry. He also observed that our ministry has grown 
to much more than Summer Camp. Our beautiful Retreat Center is 
a warm and welcoming place to all kinds of groups. Quilters love 
to come here and so do women’s retreats. Men’s groups and youth 
groups will come—and sometimes they prefer the cabins. College 
students were here last week, and Lutherans, and Catholics and non-
denominational churches all love to come here. As Presbyterians we 
enable the ministry of God in Jesus Christ in many forms, many 
places, many congregations.

We are reasonably certain, that Andrew Hollars never imagined 
that we would take that ministry off the mountain and back into 
congregations and communities. But Partnership Day Camp is 
an amazing ministry of Highlands that supports the work of 
congregations, reaches out to communities, provides opportunities 
of leadership and ministry for young adults, and introduces parents 
who have never considered summer camp to the ministry of 
Highlands. This year we will partner with at least 16 congregations 
for Partnership Day Camp . . . and there is still an opportunity for 
other congregations to join us!

This year’s Mt. Meeker Dinner also heard stories of generous 
donors who are members of the Hollars Society. The Hollars 
Society recognizes those individuals who share the philanthropic 
spirit of Highlands’ founder, Reverend Andrew Hollars, and who 
have invested in Highlands’ future through planned gifts. You can 
become a Hollars Society member by naming Highlands in your will, 
as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy, or as a beneficiary of your 
retirement plan; or establishing a life income arrangement such as a 
Charitable gift annuity, Charitable remainder trust, or Charitable lead 
trust. This year’s Mt. Meeker Dinner recognized our Hollars Society 
Donors and shared the stories of the difference their gifts  
are making today in the life and ministry of Highlands!!

These gifts will fund our Strategic Plan and move the ministry 
of Highlands forward in exciting ways! We are grateful for the 
generosity of all the congregations, presbyteries and individuals 
who make this ministry possible!
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message from the executive director

Dear Friends, 

On November 19, 2016 the Highlands Committee 
adopted a new Strategic Plan for the ministry and 
work of Highlands. That plan charted a course for our 
work over the last three years . . . and it is exciting and 
amazing to realize how many pieces of that plan have 
become reality!
It’s amazing, in part because there are always things that 
grab our attention, a need that becomes immediate or an 
unanticipated event that requires our time and resources. 
The Strategic Plan has set our course and called our work 
back into focus when needed. 
The Strategic Plan also provided guidance as 
Highlands became the recipient of major gifts in 2018 
and 2019. We were able to write Financial Visions that 
underwrite and fund major parts of our Strategic Plan.
In 2018 and 2019 Highlands has and will receive 
generous gifts from Walt Duncan and Jane and Bill 
Hays. These gifts will propel the ministry of Highlands 
forward in new ways. They will be used to fund the 
things we have been working on in our Strategic Plan. 
They will provide financial stability that we have not 
had. 
Our Strategic Plan calls for us to enhance and maintain 
the facilities and operations of Highlands to support 
the program and ministry at Highlands. With the 
gifts from Walt Duncan we have already completed 
improvements to the heating and ventilation system 
in the Retreat Center. We are also in the process of 
repairing our roads with funds from this gift. 
Our Strategic Plan also challenges us to develop a 
contingency fund for emergencies and sufficient cash 
reserves to replace our Line of Credit. Walt’s generosity 
will fully fund our advance deposits from guests groups 
and restricted gifts from donors, as well as provide 
savings for unanticipated emergencies and cash flow for 
seasonal variations. 
Efforts to balance our budget in recent years have often 
resulted in cutting Continuing Education funds for our 
staff. Walt’s gift will also be used to provide funds for 
staff training and continuing education. Investment in 
the people who work for the ministry of Highlands is a 
key commitment.
The Gifts from Jane and Bill Hays will be used in four 
ways. Fifty percent is committed to debt reduction. 
Twenty-eight percent will be used for Major 
Maintenance. We already know that $80,000 of these 
funds for maintenance will be used to install new 
domestic hot water heaters in the Retreat Center. Ours 
have failed after 15 years and must be replaced . . . our 

guests like hot showers!!
Twelve percent of the gifts from Jane and Bill Hays will 
be used for new Program Development. Our Strategic 
Plan calls for us to serve the needs of presbyteries, 
congregations and all God’s children of all ages and to 
continue this work and to serve the whole church in 
new ways and times. We look forward to conversations 
with congregations, and our presbyteries, youth leaders 
and pastors, parents and families to bring high quality 
educational and retreat opportunities to Highlands.
Ten percent of this gift will be used for joy . . . things 
we need to do, but haven’t been able to do. Immediate 
needs will be met with this gift, and this brings us great 
joy!
Perhaps you are wondering just how large this gift 
from Jane and Bill Hays is . . . . Well, that’s where 
you come in! Jane and Bill were often anonymous in 
their giving. They didn’t want any credit. They hoped 
to inspire the generosity of others. And they did! Jane 
funded some of our Matching Grants for debt reduction. 
That inspired others to provide Matching Grants. 
In the gifts we have received from the estate of Jane 
Hays we will commit fifty percent to debt reduction. 
This means that these gifts will provide $630,000 for 
debt reduction. And this payment on our mortgage has 
already been made!!
Our Strategic Plan calls for the elimination of our 
mortgage debt by our 75th anniversary in 2021. This 
gift takes us half-way to that goal! We invite you 
to help us reach that goal! It is within reach! We can 
eliminate our debt by our 75th Anniversary. Fourteen 
years ago when I came, it was predicted by some that 
the doors of Highlands would be closed in three years. 
Because of your generosity that didn’t happen. Faithful 
donors gave generously to reduce our debt and meet 
the operational needs of Highlands. These gifts from 
Jane and Bill Hays are given to inspire the generosity of 
others! These gifts invite you to join Jane and Bill in 
giving glory to God through the ministry of Highlands. 
We can meet our goal of eliminating our outstanding 
mortgage by our 75th Anniversary.
So this summer we will begin to think about a new 
set of strategic initiatives and the development of a 
new strategic plan. We’ll also invite you to join us 
in eliminating our outstanding mortgage debt of 
$647,354.15. With your help, we can eliminate this debt 
by our 75th Anniversary! 
 
  Grace and Peace, 
  Maria 
 
  Maria Shupe, Executive Director
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a vision for highlands

 In a place set apart called Highlands,
  In times of community created by Highlands, 
   Through the safe and inclusive ministries of Highlands,
 

 Jesus calls us to …
• Nurture the renewal and transformation for all
• Provide open and restorative hospitality for each
• Serve the needs of presbyteries and congregations and God’s children of all ages
• Develop appreciation and care for God’s creation
• Live as servants of Christ, who are grateful for the past, faithful in the present  

and hopeful for the future.

Hello, I am moderator of the Highlands Presbyterian Camp and 
Retreat Center Committee. This is my sixth year as a member of this 
Committee representing the Denver Presbytery. I am also a member 
of the Operations Sub-Committee.

First, I would like to give a big “Thank You” to Jim Nussbaumer for 
the outstanding job he has done as Moderator of this committee for 
the past two years.

These are interesting and exciting times for Highlands, having 
served on the Operations Committee for the past 5 years where 
I have been involved with the maintenance and operation of the 
facility. During the past several years because of our financial 
situation, we have had to make critical decisions and prioritize or 
even delay much needed improvements to the facility. With the 
recent financial support from two different estates, we are now 
able to support our Strategic Plan related to debt reduction and 
improvements to Highlands. Maria has or will be speaking to these 
items.

We continue to have staff turnover; not everyone likes living at 
Highlands, especially during the harsh winter when it snows, 
is cold and have high winds if you are not accustomed to these 
conditions. Therefore, I want to give thanks to our current staff 
as they deal with this problem with staff turnover and the extra 
workload it puts on them.

Please take the time to look at Highlands website to see the exciting 
events that are planned for this coming year.

I want to thank all of you for your support and prayers for the 
continued success of Highlands.

Gary Forbes   
Highlands Committee, Moderator

a message from the  
highlands committee moderator 
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We are delighted to Introduce Dot Stickland as our Director of Summer 
Camps! 

Hey Y'all! My name is Dorothy Strickland but you can call me Dot! I'll be coming 
on staff at Highlands to serve as the Summer Camp Director. I've been serving in 
camp ministry since 2005 and am super excited to have God lead me to the scenic 
Rocky Mountains! I have an undergrad from Columbia International University in 
Youth and Family Ministry (emphasis in camping) and a Masters in Youth Ministry 
Leadership. God has used camp to change my life and build me into the person I 
am and I strive to provide an amazing experience for the staff and campers I interact 
with. Please join me in marinating the work of my hands and the hands of my staff 

in prayer as we get ready to minister to kiddos this summer! I hope to see y'all this summer and look forward to 
seeing y'all out here at Highlands! 

Dot can be reached at program@highlandscamp.org

We are also Delighted to Introduce Brittany Sims as our Registrar!  
Brittany recently relocated to Colorado with her family, and came to work at 
Highlands through a temp service! We are delighted to add Brittany to our full-time 
staff this summer serving as our Registrar and helping with other administrative 
tasks. Brittany is well organized and loves people. She looks forward to working 
with parents to make sure that all the paperwork is complete for your child to come 
to camp.

Brittany can be reached at registrar@highlandscamp.org

our summer staff comes from all over the world !
This summer our theme is “Peace Works” . . . . 

empowering our campers to be the next generation 
of Peacemakers. Each day we’ll explore concepts of 
peace from around the world – Aloha, Ubuntu, Shalom, 
Agape, Heiwa, and Si Se Puede. Each of these diverse 
concepts of peace are grounded in Scripture and we’ll 
explore how Christ’s examples and teachings are just as 
relevant today, here, now, and everywhere. 
This summer our staff will have a large international 
flavor! We look forward to welcoming staff whose 

homes are in Zimbabwe, South Africa, Australia, Turkey, 
Columbia, Hungary, England and Mexico . . . as well as 
Colorado and Nebraska! We are welcoming back several 
former campers and summer staff who bring history and 
experience to our ministry together!

Please join us in praying for our Summer Staff! They 
are amazing young adults, and essential to the ministry 
of Highlands! 

introducing our new staff at highlands !

The November Leadership Event for Denver Presbytery and the Presbytery of  
Plains and Peaks in partnership with the Omaha Theological Foundation. 

November 8-9, 2019
 

Highlands Presbyterian Camp and Retreat Center
with Rev. Jimmie R Hawkins, Director of the Office of Public Witness



Page –5– April 2019

Week 
#

 
Camp

Camp  
Dates

Ages/Entering 
Grades

 
Tier I

 
Tier II

 
Tier III

1 Adventure 2.0 June 9 - 14 6th - 10th $665 $765 $865

1 Mission Work Camp June 9 - 14 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

2 3rd - 5th Grade Camp June 16 - 21 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610

2 Middle School Adventure Camp June 16 - 21 6th - 8th $665 $765 $865

2 Middle School Camp June 16 - 21 6th - 8th $510 $560 $610

2 Mission Work Camp – filled June 16 - 21 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

3 Elementary MAD Camp June 23 - 28 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610

3 Night Owl Camp June 23 - 28 7th - 10th $510 $560 $610

3 Mission Work Camp June 23 - 28 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

4 You and Me Camp – Adult (4-day) June 30 - July 3  Adults $360 $410 $460

4 You and Me Camp – Child (4-day) June 30 - July 3 Children Ages 
5-12 & Adults $330 $380 $430

4 3rd and 4th Grade Camp (4-day) June 30 - July 3 3rd and 4th $310 $360 $410

4 Family Camp – Adult & Teens July 3 - 5 Ages 13 – 
adult $275 $325 $375

4 Family Camp - Child July 3 - 5 Ages 5-12 $200 $250 $300

4 Family Camp – Little Child July 3 -5 Ages 0 – 4 $0 $50 $100

5 3rd - 5th Grade Camp July 7 - 12 3rd - 5th $510 $560 $610

5 Middle and Sr. High MAD Camp July 7 - 12 6th - 12th $510 $560 $610

5 CIT July 7 - 12 10th - 12th $420 $475 $525

5 Extreme Adventure Camp July 7 - 12 9th - 12th $715 $815 $915

5 Mission Work Camp - filled July 7 - 12 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

6 5th and 6th Grade Camp with Respite Care July 14 - 19 5th and 6th $510 $560 $610

6 Youth Arts Camp July 14 - 19 8th -12th $625 $700 $775

6 Middle and Sr. High Adventure Camp July 14 - 19 6th - 10th $665 $765 $865

6 Mission Work Camp July 14 - 19 7th - 12th $420 $420 $420

2019 summer camp
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Serving the needs of Presbyteries and Partnering with Congregations is an important part of our ministry, and 
we are looking forward to partnering with congregations for Partnership Day Camp in 2019. Last year, over 450 
children and youth participated in Partnership Day Camp! We still have several openings for the Summer of 2019, 
and invite your congregation to consider applying!  Partnership Day Camp is supported by your generous gifts! 

June 9-14 Rankin Presbyterian / United Presbyterian, Fort Morgan
 Wheat Ridge Presbyterian
June 16-21 Strasburg Presbyterian
 Church of the Eternal Hills, Tabernash
June 23-28 First Presbyterian, Gordon NE
 St. Paul Presbyterian, Aurora
June 30 – July 3 People’s Presbyterian, Denver
 Available
July 7 – 12 First Presbyterian, Brighton
 Kimball Presbyterian
July 14-19 First Presbyterian, Aurora
 Available
July 21-26 Nederland Community Presbyterian
 Weldon Valley Presbyterian, Weldona
 Available
July 28-Aug 2 Westview Presbyterian with Central Presbyterian, Longmont
 First Presbyterian, Berthoud
 Available

partnership day camps

ways to support 
the ministry ! ! !

Your purchases on Amazon can support the ministry 
of Highlands!

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.
com from the web browser on your computer or mobile 
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.
amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 
your shopping at AmazonSmile. Tens of millions of 
products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. 
You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 
AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and 
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding 
or baby registry, and other account settings are also 
the same. And your shopping supports the ministry of 
Highlands!

Come and Spend a Summer  
Afternoon in the Mountains

SEEING IS BELIEVING . . .
Join us for a  

Summer Camp Closing Celebration
June 21st, July 12th and July 19th

Join us at 4:00 p.m. on one of these Fridays for 
a tour and update about Highlands. At 5:00 p.m. 
we’ll join the Summer Camp Closing Picnic and 
Celebration. 

You’ll hear stories from the week, see photos of our 
Summer Camp in action, and experience the joy 
campers feel at the close of camp. 

Let us know your coming by sending an  
email to registrar@highlandscamp.org

Seeing is 
believing!
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important dates to remember . . .

fall arts camp
October 18-20, 2019

Arts Camp . . . Exploring Fused Glass, 
Precious Metal Clay and More!

Are you interested in exploring fused glass, 
precious metal clay and other fun mediums 
for art? 

Join us for a weekend of learning new skills 
and practicing new techniques.

Both instructional time, and workshop time 
will provide you with the opportunity to 
complete at least one project in each medium.

Register online at  
www.highlandscamp.org

Saturday, May 11th 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Our Workdays are a great time for 
your family, your youth group, your 
congregation to join us for a morning 
of projects around camp, and lunch. 

All ages are invited to join us as we 
serve as stewards of this beautiful 
place!

We wrap up the day with lunch at 1 
p.m.

Mark Your Calendar and Save the Date!

Annual Highlands  
Christmas Party & Auction

Saturday, December 7th 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

We would love to have your work for our Auction!

SPRING WORK DAY
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MISSION
The mission of Highlands is

to provide gracious hospitality and quality Christian programs 
in a majestic mountain setting 

and to nurture spiritual renewal and transformation 
in a safe and inclusive environment.

Follow us on Facebook at  
www.facebook.com/hpcrc for 

upcoming events and current news.
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